
CALLSIGN:  W5LE

FORMER CALLSIGNS:  N5CE, DA2GL, KH6HDB, K5LTH
NAME: LESLIE E. (GENE) LEWIS

ADDRESS​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​: 8765 CASPER LANE, MOUNDS, OKLAHOMA 74047

EMAIL ADDRESS: W5LE@beggstelco.net
First licensed June 23, 1961 as KN5LTH in Slaton (near Lubbock), Texas.  On April 21, 1962

Got my Conditional class license and dropped the N to become K5LTH.  On September 24, 1977

I got the call N5CE.  I spend most of my time on CW.  I am an avid DX chaser.  

I spent 4 years in the Navy (July ’67 to July ’71) during which time I spent 3 years at the Navy Submarine Base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii working at KH6SP as an operator and eventually as

 the Chief Operator.  I was KH6HDB at that time.  During my tour in the Navy, my friend Don Chilcote, KH6GKV (now VE6NN), And I staged a one-week DXpedition to Kure Island.  We borrowed the Navy Reserve Training Center’s callsign and were on the air from Kure in November 1969 as KH6NR/KH6.  After I Got out of the Navy, I went to Dallas to attend electronics school at

DeVry Institute of Technology.  I also went to Elkins Institute and got my 1st Class Radiotelephone with Radar Endorsement as well as my 3rd Class Radiotelegraph.  

I then decided to join the Coast Guard  -IF- they would cut me orders to spend a tour of duty

On Kure Island.  The recruiter and Commandant thought I had to be crazy to WANT to go to

Such a remote duty station but, hey, I’m a ham, and Kure Island needed to be on the air, and it was

Within my power to make that happen for a year!  I moved my KH6HDB callsign to my Kure 

Address and away I went.  I made a respectable showing, I believe, and moved Kure down a few

Notches on the “most wanted” list.  I was there in 1973-74.  I then had the good fortune of 

Getting sent to Coast Guard LORAN Station, Sylt, Germany.  I had to have my QSL Manager,

Mary Ann Crider, WA3HUP, buy me some equipment (a Drake 4 line) and a TH6DXX and

Ship them to me.  I had originally been led to believe that Sylt had a ham club station but it

Did not and never had had one.  I got the callsign DA2GL for myself and I also got a callsign

DA2CG for a Coast Guard club station callsign.  I did some operating as DA2GL but never

Activated  DA2CG.

After my 4 years in the Navy and 4 years in the Coast Guard, I spent nearly 20 years as an 

Engineer in the television broadcast industry.  However, I decided at 50 years old to make

A career change and went to work for AT&T.  I moved from Oklahoma City to the Tulsa

Area in 1999.  I was hoping to remain with AT&T until I reached retirement age, but that did

Not happen.  I got laid off in one of their many cutbacks in December of 2004, after only 5 ½ 

Years with them.  I returned to the broadcast industry and worked for Clear Channel

Broadcasting in Tulsa, Oklahoma as the Corporate Assistant Chief Engineer.

In November of 2007, I got a call from AT&T asking if I wanted to accept a temporary job back

At the same building I had worked in in Atlanta, GA for employment “up to a year”.  I went back

To work for them and was in Atlanta from December of 2007 to November of 2008.  They did not

Keep any of us temporaries, so I came back home to Oklahoma.  I was fortunate in that I got to go

Back to work for my former boss in the broadcast industry.  In the Interim, Clear Channel had sold

All their television holdings to Newport Television, so I was working for the same boss under a new

Company name, this time as a supervisor in the Television Operations Center.

I’m like virtually every other ham I’m sure in that I’ve been a “hot and cold running ham”

Over my nearly 50 years of hamming.  Sometimes I’ve gotten all fired up and gotten a nice new rig and antennas and gone  like gangbusters for a while, then burned out and sold everything and went without rig or antennas for several years.  However, I feel like my present interest is  of a more long-

Term nature.  I’ve got countries I want to work and get QSL’s from, and the rest my time is

Spent passing out QSO’s to DX stations needing Oklahoma or some of its counties.
POSTIONS HELD

Past-President (1970-71) of the Santa Fe Railroad Employees Amateur Radio Club

Currently VP of the Oklahoma DX Association
Webmaster – Oklahoma DX Association (www.okdxa.org)

ARRL-accredited Volunteer Examiner

AWARDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

KH6SP was the first station outside the continental U.S. to capture the 5-Band WAS.

We were awarded plaque #7.  

In my own ham career, I have WAS, WAC, WAZ and I’m presently at 340 countries on my DXCC

PREVIOUS CALLSIGNS HELD:  K5LTH, K5LTH/KH6, K5LTH/KM6, KH6HDB,

DA2GL

SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS 

KH6NR/KH6 Dxpedition to Kure Island, November, 1969.

KH6HDB from Kure 1973-74.

I have, on occasion, jumped into the contesting fray at stations such as NJ1V and AD1S in Oklahoma City, K5GO in Arkansas, and I operated along with 2 other operators as K5CWR/M during the 2003 Texas QSO Party.  I also had the pleasure, while I was in Atlanta, Georgia, to have been able to operate at NQ4I.
OTHER INTERESTS

Besides my ham radio and my computer, my other strong passion is for travel.  I have already

Achieved a self-set  goal of visiting all 50 states and have been in 8 of the Canadian Provinces/ Territories.  The only Canadian provinces/territories lacking are the “maritimes” (Nova Scotia, 

New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, Labrador).  I hope to be able to visit those

Before I send my last di-di-dit-dah-di-dah.

STATION DESCRIPTION:

I moved out in the country south of Tulsa so that I could get away with a tower and big beams.

I have a Tri-Ex HZN-354 54-foot motorized crank-up tower and on it I have a Hy-Gain 205CA 

5-element Monobander on 20 meters And a Tennadyne T-7 Log Periodic for 18-30 Mhz.  

Other antennas include an inverted vee for 160 meters, inverted vee for 80, and a Gap Titan DX
Vertical that I use on 30 meters.

My equipment is a Kenwood TS-480SAT Transceiver and a Ten-Tec Titan amplifier.  I also have an
Icom IC-746, which gets occasional use.

SEE YOU IN THE PILEUPS!

Gene

