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K5YAC

Mark Chouinard

722 N. 15th Collinsville, Oklahoma 74021

k5yac@okdxa.org

I’ve been around amateur radio most of my life, but I didn’t really have much interest in the hobby until the fall of 1995.  I was stationed at Ft. Bragg, N.C. when I received orders to transfer to my new duty station in Vicenza, Italy for a 3-year tour, which would start in January 1996.  My Dad (K5YAA) urged me to get my ticket, with the hopes that we could use amateur radio to communicate from time to time.  As an incentive, he offered to help me get some gear rounded up if I passed the elements required to earn HF privileges.  A couple of days after that conversation, I received a package containing “Now You’re Talking!” and a set of Morse code practice tapes.  I studied at every chance I got, and about one month later (Nov. 95) I was licensed as KC5RRF (Tech +).  A week or so later, after picking up a used Kenwood TS-850, and finding Dad’s vertical in a big brown box on my doorstep, I was ready to get on the air.  I still remember turning that rig on for the first time.  All those knobs and buttons, and the reception was outstanding!  Substantially better than the DX-392 I had been using for SW listening.  I knew that Dad was supposed to be monitoring 7.141MHz for my call, so I dialed up the frequency and listened for a bit.  I really can’t remember if while I was listening (building my courage) K5YAA called me, or if I called CQ, but I do know that I was a bit shaky to say the least.  However it came about, I know that I was excited to make that first call.  Wow, all the way from home with no wires!  My code skills still needed a lot of work, but the first contact was in the log on December 2, 1995, and we established a daily 6pm schedule while I was still in country.  The next contact (also on 40 CW) took me all the way across the country to Windsor, CA.  I couldn’t believe it!  I was really having fun now.  The next few days would add Indiana, Virginia, Maine, Tennessee, Ohio, and several more to my log.  The new hobby was proving to be real fun, and I was looking forward to operating from southern Europe.

Those years flew by, and since I was in an apartment while overseas (where I caused a terrible amount of RFI – and my neighbors knew who’s big antenna was outside), I only worked 400 or so stations during my stay, mostly at low power.  Much of my operating was restricted to the early morning or late at night.  I could usually forget operating during the afternoon or evening.  Dropping the key during a Sienfeld rerun or a football game on the only English speaking TV station (AFN) would guarantee that a tenants meeting be brought to order right outside my front door.  

In Dec. 1998 I returned to the good ‘ol US of A, but I would not return to the airwaves for a couple of years, primarily due to a lack of real estate suitable for planting copper and aluminum.  I upgraded to General class in March 2001, and also changed my callsign to K5YAC.  Why the change?  KC5RRF was too long, I was tired of being called KC5”ruff”, it was similar to Dad’s (which sounded cool to me), and it was available.  With my General privileges I was itching to get on the air again, and finally, after a move to a more suitable location in Collinsville I did just that.

I upgraded to Extra class in October 2003, and I am still enjoying the hobby.  I haven’t earned any awards as of this writing, but I really haven’t been chasing anything too seriously.  I mainly enjoy a good contest, and I normally spin the dial whenever I’m surfing the web or checking E-mail just to see what the bands sound like.  

Overall, amateur radio has been one of the most challenging and rewarding hobbies that I have ever been involved with.  What started out as a means to communicate with family while far from home turned out to be much more, and actually opened a few doors along the way.  As an infantryman in a rifle company, I always carried a small SW radio in my pack, and most of my platoon thought I was a bit strange for listening to all those funny sounding voices and beeps.  But a trip to northern Africa in 1996 changed many opinions when a piece of wire slung in a tree was able to pick up the Olympics in Atlanta, Georgia.  It was by far the best entertainment available to us in that part of the world.  After that little stunt, I was asked by the communications officer to learn how the PRC-104 (HF field radio kit) was supposed to work (some commo officer he was – Geeez!).  One day while on a training exercise in southeast Germany, I demonstrated how to assemble and operate the rig, and proceeded to work a G3 station on 20M SSB using only 20W and a whip antenna.  No major DX, but the group was impressed.  Of course, word got out that I liked tinkering with the unit’s electronics, and before I knew it I was assigned as the RTO for my platoon, and I was no longer just carrying my rifle, but an additional 20 pounds of radio gear.  After I separated from the service, the experience I gained from amateur radio helped me to find work, and also helped to determine what field I would study in college as I earned my A.A.S. in Electronics Technology.  Last but not least, I’ve met several good people along the way. 

Thanks Dad, for encouraging me to get involved in amateur radio, and for helping me to get on (and stay on) the air.  If I experience a fraction of the enjoyment and satisfaction that you have found in the hobby, it will be time well spent. 

POSITIONS HELD

Pre-sorter for W5 Incoming QSL Bureau

President (2003) – Tulsa Community College Amateur Radio Club

AWARDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

None as of this writing – still a rookie, but having fun. 

PREVIOUS CALLSIGN(S)
KC5RRF

SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS

None – Did I mention the 3 years in southern Europe?  hi hi

OTHER INTERESTS

I enjoy fishing, boating, camping, shooting sports, and most other things outdoors. I also enjoy loading my own ammunition, tinkering with electronics (duh) and radio control hobbies (fixed wing aircraft).  Most recently I have tried my hand at gardening with decent results (lots of tomatoes and cucumbers), and I have logged 33 hours towards my private pilots license, which I hope to earn this year.  

STATION DESCRIPTION

Kenwood TS-850S

Butternut HF6V Vertical Antenna (ground mounted)

MFJ 949 Tuner

WriteLog for Windows logging software – Have ya’ll tried this?  It is great! 

Nothing spectacular, but lots of fun!

